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LITERAPY NOTES.

James Jeffrey Roche, the Editor of “The Boston
Pilot.* has writtsn o volume to be included in the
Madndllans' waluable and interesting “* Adventure
serles.” e has taken as his subject “Tho Filtbusters
of the Spanish Main.®

The Rev. Haskett Smith, who was a diseiple of
Laurence Oliphant, and who Is the present director of
Oliphant's community, st Haifs, has written a beak
abont his master and his teachings. It §s in the shape
of & novel, the scene is lald in Palestine, and the title
is ‘l'l-"or God and Humanity : a Romance of Mount Car-
mel.”

The mention of Lanrence Oliphant remind= one to In.
guire if the publishers of Mrs. Oliphant's uncammonly
sttractive blogmphy of that eccantric genins intend to
{ssue a cheaper editlon.  The present price of the two
volumes—seven dollars—is prohibitive for many weonld-
be readecs. A less expensive edition wonld no doubt
be welcomed by many people.

The American edition of “The Review of Reviews”
paz many cluims to enferlain and bo entertalned by
the general reader. It is really an admirably condensed
record of & month’s history—one very convenlent for
reference; and {t= |lustrations, mainly portralts, pve
it an Interest beyond that of many simllar publications.

Mr. Donglas Sladen's collection of verses, entitled
“ Younger Amerlcan Poets,” does not planse onr usnally
Kind and complimentars friend, “The London Spee-
tator.” Its critlc declores that the collection has
hardly a stanza or line To which itris possible to accond
pnything approaching gennine admiration, the only ex-
peptions being a few dinlect poems, including Mr.
Eret Harte's “ Hoathen Chinee™ and * Truthfn] James,”
and Colanel Hay's * Little Rreeches™ and % Jim Riodse,”
Df these the eritic says that he sincerely helieves that
they are as likelv to Inst as anvthing prodnced by the
poets of the present peperation. He Is “reluctantly
foreed to admit,” however, that “the ominary work
of the * Younger American Poefs ' is utterly without
life. *There Is no nature, and there (s no art.’ All
15 emptiness and witd. Jhen we sav there i no art
88 well us no nature, we sav so advisedly. We are
perfectly willing to allow that In one sense there Is
plenty of art. Thal is, the langunge [= harmonions
and correct, the syntax excellenf, the metres clerant.
Again, defocts of taste are seldom, If ever, apparent.
Kot & solecism, not a vulgirism, not & tarbariem is to
be dlecoverad, 1t s all ‘fanltily fanliless, lelly regu-
lur, splendidly nfl.’  That s, of art In the higher
gense there is none at all.  The art which renders Mr.
Ewinhume's verse aTwars Interesting, which pedoems
even Mr. Frederick Myers's Jitemary affectztions, whhh|
saves Mr. Lang, Mr. Austin Dobson and Mr. Gosse, and
keep: Mr, Willlnm Mofris's eples from the waves of |
Lethe, Is never apparent. 11 the minor Ameriean poets |
had more faults, it wonld be pessible to find them more
Intaresting. 1M they induloed in the wild Imitations of |
pther poets which nre {0 be found, for example, in the
werse of Lindsay Gardon, ft would he a sort of rellef.
As It 15, their verse |8 simply depressing.  We foel
&& if the poets were somehow or other speaking with
thelr months fll of sawdust.”

We leave the “Younger American poets® to make
thelr own eomments npon this platn-speaking—perhaps
they may consider the eollection In fuult 1—and con-
ilnne to quots our English writer, now in a “more
coming-on disposition”™:

The question why has Ameriean poetry, wilh the one
excepuon we have named, <o 1ittle vitality, 1= of no
Aittle interest, M U « a whole did not flonrish
i America, we m he soll was not £endy .
but this is noforfous! e, The prase of tho |

ot the

regent generntion & quite as zood i Amezica a- in
smgiand,  Indecd, we are incl o that It Is
betler. Im our experlence, the prose now being wril
ter on the other side of the Atlmt fe = aften more

and has w greater sense of distinotion and of
amess, than on th's,  The chaness ant that
Ameriean worlt of fletion or eeitiolsm, or a |
book deallng with polltics, law, seletire ot history, wi 1]
P loes apen ta oli} on. the seone of style (lhan ond
dealing with slmilar ‘-ll‘ dents § hed in Engiand. A
often naticenlile in

scholarly,
torce and clo
on aminary

vortaln slovenlines and incleza

the work of Fnglish writers is seldim 1o b found
among ont  Kinsmen, Thelr serfons prose,  withont
belng stilted or pompous, his (he eareful, restra'ned nle

we notelln the literatam of the '!----‘MT! ceptury, I
45 eortaln!y, then. not any want of the lterary sense |
avhich injures Amerlean verse,  Nop, again, 12 1 any | g
Tnek of apoeeciation of poelrs.  Take [t in wll. the
American publle fs more appreciaTve in
wiry than the Enelish, It (= a eomm
Mr. Maithew Arnold gud Mre, Browni

nnyson, have had ten admirers in A

=r ona in Englond.  What, then, Is the reacor
onnfuss to belug ufterly unable cven to snggest an an
EWely 1

That this is the age of “everythinT-made-casr® |8
periain ; and one {lustration 15 to be found in a repently
published book intended for dul] talkers. T 15 @
wolume of “Conversational Openings and Endings,”

,hu'd lnmll,hflllwq uf forution and sureonndl s and in bulid. |
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